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SECRET 


DOQUAENT HQ. 
HG FANT. bp. “habe. 


: J oe 


: Deputy Director (Plans) 5 ge a) 25X11 


: Status of Project GXCART in Light of Press Reaction to 
Ue@ Incident. 


i« Up to the time of the Hanson Baldwin article apgearing in the 29 May 
isaue of the Sunday New York Times, in which specific reference was made to a 
U-3 successor to the U-2," press reaction te the U-2 incident, in terms of its 
effect on the intelligence collection capability of the United States, had 
been Aivided into roughly two categories. These were: 


a. Newspapers and periodicals who regarded the U-2 incident 
as marking “the end of the ear of manned reconnaissance, and the 
start of the era of satellite reconnaissance.” The launching ef 
the fireat successful MIDAS satellite, occurring as it did in the 
midst of the whole U-2 bueiness, appeared to further signify such 
a demarkation. In effect, these people were writing off manned 
recomaiseance as too risky in the light of the Soviet attitude of 
intransigence over the U-2 border violation: 


the end of 1 Le a extremely useful project well before the time when a 
reliable satellite reconnaissance capability would be in being. 
Baphasis shifted rapidly from talk about our "missile gay" to talk 
about what was described as an "intelligence gap." This group 
estimated that it woulé be near the end of 1962 before satellite 
reconnaissance would be in a position to supply even part of the 
wealth of detail possible in the U-2. Both groups, however, 
eppeared willing to concede that satellite reconnaissance offered 
less potential cause for international complaints, since national 
sovereignty concepts are ill-defined at the altitudes required by 
orbiting vehicles. 


&. The position taken by the first group appears to offer greater possi- 
bilities fox OXCART cover than the second. If the defense establishment acts 


NROAPRIONG LF orig ase 2004/07/08 : CRERPF]1B00879R001000020109-3 


Approved For Release 2004/07/48 GRR ROPS1B00879RQ1 000020109-3 
d 
~B- 


in guch a manner that emphasie is placed on speeding up development of satellite 
reconnaissance vehicles, and talk about a higher performance, manned reconnals- 
nance aireraft is officially dropped, development of OXCART could proceed 
largely in the wings rather than on center stage. 


3. However, should there be Congressional interest expressed in actual 
davelopnent of what Hanson Baldwin refers to aw “the U-3," it appears quite 
likely that someone might lesk details of the OXCART project to such an extent 
as to make ite further development difficult, if not imposeible. Accordingly, 
¥ feel that we should seize the initiative before lengthy debate occurs on 
“the U-3" and go through an overt cancellation of OXCART within the circle of 
witting individuals in CIA and Defense, in & manner similar to the tactic 
employed some yeare ago when the U-2 was “eancelled." Correspondence would be 
eireulsated between the Agency and Defense, and between the Agency and Lockheed, 
eancelling the OXCART contract and giving as the reagon the fact that the 
untimely coupromise of the 0-2 project and resultant unfavorable political 
impact had made further development of & manned reconnaissance vehicle inap~ 
propriate. Tt could further be stated that it was out intent to apply funds 
previously earmarked for OXCART to satellite reconnaissance progrems under the 
angis of either NASA or Defense. Buch correspondence could be exchanged minus. 
some of our ordinary hold down procedures, in such « manner as to permit its 
inforaal dissemination among individuals on the edge of the OXCART-cleared. 
eircle; i.e., aides and secretaries of Pentagon officials themselves cleared 
for OXCART. 


Force jargon for OXCART, would similerly be cancelled. nt ng work on the 
new ONCART would have to proceed under stricter security ground rules than ever, 
and knowledge of its continuation would have to be confined to an extremely 
amall. group in Befense and CIA, even if this meant, in the case of the Agency, 
ereating a “cell” within PB or another component. 


S, 2X fear that if some such step is not undertaken without delay, end if 
the Defense Department does not posture itself in such & manner as ta support 
the idea that manned reconnaissance is a thing of the past, we are quite apt to 
find ourselves standing in the midst of a wholly exposed Project OXCART. Your 
comments end guidance are earnestly invited. 


‘aN 


JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR. 
@hief, Administrative Branch 
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